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At Kirk Smeaton Primary School we believe that Literacy is a fundamental life skill. Literacy develops children’s ability to listen, 
speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes. 
 
Our Aims and Objectives. 
• To enable children to speak clearly and audibly and to take account of their listeners; 
• To encourage children to listen with concentration, in order to identify the main points of what they have heard; 
• To show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands; 
• To teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through a variety of drama activities, including the 
communication of their ideas, views and feelings; 
• To help them become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate; focus on word, sentence and text-level 
knowledge; 
• To develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and substantial texts; 
• To foster the enjoyment of writing, and recognition of its value; and to create authors who are proud of their print on the 
page; 
• To encourage grammatically accurate and meaningful writing, be it narrative or non-fiction; 
• To independently improve the planning, drafting and editing of their written work. 
 
Teaching and learning styles. 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our Literacy lessons in order to meet the needs of all our pupils. Our principal 
aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding. 
In Key Stages 1 and 2 we do this through a daily lesson in which children experience a reading, writing and  speaking and 
listening  opportunities. In all classes children have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable learning 
opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. Our staff have high expectations 
that all children can achieve their full potential. Wherever possible, Teaching Assistants work in class, supporting all ability 
groups, specific individuals or groups of children and contribute to the assessing and planning process. We encourage children to 
use and apply their literacy skills in other areas of the Curriculum. Speaking and listening activities are embedded throughout 
the Curriculum and Talk for writing and whooshes are used throughout the school as vehicles to develop literacy skills across the 
curriculum. Children have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts, and to support their work with a variety of 
resources, such as dictionaries, thesauruses and individual word banks. Our staff provide balanced and varied learning 
opportunities within the classroom, i.e. VAK. Children use ICT in Literacy lessons where appropriate. 
In the Foundation Stage Language and Literacy development are incorporated in all areas of learning. Opportunities are 
provided for children to communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings. Purposeful role-play is used to develop language and 
imagination. Children are given opportunities to share and enjoy a wide range of rhymes, songs, poetry and books. An 
environment is provided which reflects the importance of language through signs, notices and books. We give all children the 
opportunity: to talk and communicate in a widening range of situations; to respond to adults and to each other; to listen 
carefully; to practise and extend their vocabulary and communication skills through well planned continuous provision rich with 
‘Every child a speaker’ strategies. Children are provided with opportunities to see adults writing and they can experiment with 
writing themselves. Children receive daily phonic sessions and engage in ‘Every child a writer’ activities. We relate the Literacy 
aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals and Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidance, 
which underpin the curriculum for children aged three to five. We give all children the opportunity: to talk and communicate in a 
widening range of situations; to respond to adults and to each other; to listen carefully; to practise and extend their vocabulary 
and communication skills. 

 
Writing and Handwriting 
All teachers have high expectations in the presentation of work in all areas of the curriculum.  We teach the cursive script from 
EYFS to Y6.  Handwriting plays an important part and is taught daily.  This is based on the spelling patterns/phonics the children 
have been learning.  In KS2 children who have consistently good handwriting are awarded at pen licence and children In Ks1 are 
awarded a pencil licence.   
 
Reading  
In the Foundation Stage children are taught daily phonics and are read with at least once a week. Children have a guided reading 
session twice a week and engage in the literacy sessions. Additional guided reading and phonics sessions are provided for 
children who need additional support.  In key stage 1and 2 Guided Reading is taught outside the literacy session and is based on 



 
Let God's love shine as we care for each other and learn together. 

 

a rotation during the week within the class. Children are grouped according to ability and when not reading with the children are 
given a purposeful activity to do independently e.g. spelling, games, comprehension questions, follow-up activity. Children are 
also heard to read individually on a regular basis and share their reading target with their parents in their home /school reading 
diary. A book review diary, comprehension bookmark questions and reading tasks are also sent home and it is expected that 
each child completes a reading challenge of their reading book each half term.  
 
Assessment 
We assess children’s work in Literacy from three aspects (long-term, medium-term and short-term): We make short-term 
assessments which we use to help inform our short-term planning. These are closely matched to the teaching objectives and will 
often be made from day to day observation and use of targets by children and adults. We make medium-term assessments to 
measure the progress against the key objectives and to help us plan the next unit of work. We make these judgements with the 
help of milestones and termly assessments. We make long-term assessments towards the end of the school year and use them 
to assess progress against school and national targets.  We can then set targets for each term and make a summary of each 
child’s progress before sharing it with parents. We assess children’s reading and spelling ages three times a year and put 
strategies in place to support children where necessary.  Moderation is carried out on a regular basis to ensure levelling is 
accurate. 
Children are actively involved in self assessment and peer assessment and assessment for learning is embedded in literacy 
teaching throughout the curriculum.  
 
Pupils not making expected progress. 
All pupils have equal access to literacy. Children identified as needing support in literacy to progress are placed within support 
groups and recovery programmes.   
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Reading challenges  

Fiction story or poem 

Milestone 1:  Your challenge is: 

To make a mind map of the key events in the story/poem. 

I can write the name of the text in the middle of my sheet. 

I can think of 5 key events and draw an illustration for each one.  

I can write names of the characters next to the key events.  

 

Milestone 2: Your challenge is: 

To make a mind map of the key events in the story/poem. 

I can write the name of the text in the middle of my sheet. 

I can summarise the key events from the text. 

I can draw an illustration for each piece of information. 

 

Milestone 2 mastery: Your challenge is: 

To make a mind map of the key events in the story/ poem. 

I can write the name of the text in the middle of my sheet. 

I can brainstorm the key events / ideas and draw an illustration for each one. 

I can write a sentence to explain the key events /ideas. 

I can label my illustrations neatly with key words such as characters names, their motivations and emotions. 

 

Milestone 3: Your challenge is: 

To make a poster of the key events in the story/ poem. 

I can find 4 quotes which use figurative language in the text.  

I can write a short paragraph to explain the relevance of this quote.  

I can make my poster interesting to the reader.  

 

Milestone 3 mastery: Your challenge is: 

To make a poster of a key theme in the story/ poem. 

I can find 4 quotations that are evidence of the theme. 

I can write 4 paragraphs using quotes as references to Point, evidence and explain and then link my ideas to the next point/ paragraph. 

I can decorate my writing with a border to illustrate the theme 

 

Non- fiction books 

Milestone 1: Your challenge is: 

To make a mind map of the key events in the information book. 

I can write the name of the text in the middle of my sheet. 

I can think of 3 key pieces of information from the text and draw a diagram/ illustration for each one. 

I can summarise in a short paragraph what this text was about. 

 

Milestone 2: Your challenge is: 

To make a mind map of the key events in the text. 

I can write the name of the text in the middle of my sheet. 

I can summarise the key pieces of information from the text. 

I can draw an illustration for each piece of information. 

 

Milestone 2 mastery: Your challenge is: 

To make a mind map of the key events in the text. 

I can write the name of the text in the middle of my sheet. 

I can brainstorm the key information/ ideas and draw an illustration for each one. 

I can write a sentence to explain the key information/ideas. 

I can label my diagrams / illustrations neatly with key words using a ruler. 

 

Milestone 3: Your challenge is: 

To make a poster of the key information in the text. 

I can find 4 key pieces of information in the text and present them as bullet points. 

I can write 4 short paragraphs, using the text, to explain the bullet points presented. 

I can make my poster visually engaging and interesting to the reader. 
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Milestone 3 mastery:  Your challenge is: 

To create a presentation. 

I can present information that I have learned from the text. 

I can write 4 paragraphs using quotes/ diagrams as references to Point, Evidence and Explain and then link my information to the next point/ paragraph. 

I can make my presentation interesting to look at and engaging to listen to. 

 
 

 

Writing milestones  
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