
Earth and Space: Movement of the Moon
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
Describing the movement of the 
Moon relative to the Earth by 
explaining how the Moon orbits 
the Earth.

I can explain the movement of the 
Moon.

I can explain that the Moon orbits the Earth 
not the Sun.

I can explain how the Moon moves relative 
to the Earth.

I can explain how the Earth and Moon move 
relative to the Sun.

Lesson Pack
Globes

Black card

Split pins

Scissors

Glue

Key/New Words: Preparation:
Rotate, orbit, axis, face, Sun, Earth, Moon. Movement Of The Moon Model Activity Sheet - 

1 per pair

Earth Sun and Moon Labelling Diagram Activity 
Sheet - 1 per child

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children have an understanding of forces and gravity.
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Taskit
Demonstrateit: Explain the model to another class and use it to answer simple scientific questions.

Drawit: Create an image of the Sun, Moon and Earth using a variety of media.

Makeit: Make the Moon Phases Wheel Visual Aid and identify which phase the Moon is in. Track and report on the changes 
over time.

Learning Sequence

Orbiting Objects: We know that the Earth orbits the Sun. Does it move in any other type of way? 
Demonstrate rotation of the Earth on its axis using a globe. Ideally, have as many globes as possible 
available so children can make them move and discuss this with their partner. Are there any objects that 
orbit the Earth? Satellites, International Space Station (ISS), Moon.

Forces: Why don’t they just float away? Which force keeps objects orbiting? Briefly discuss gravity as an 
attracting force and why it is important.

Moon Movement: Show video of moon orbiting the Earth. How does the moon move? Does it rotate? 
Why the moon is only lit from one side?

Model Making: Depending on the children’s experiences making models, this may need to be 
demonstrated and additional adult support (if available).

Task 1: Children label 
the diagram and 
write sentences using 
Earth Sun and Moon 
Labelling Diagram 
Activity Sheet.

Task 2: Create model 
with Movement Of The 
Moon Model Activity 
Sheet in small groups.

Task 1: Children make 
the Sun, Earth and 
Moon orbit model 
using Movement Of 
The Moon Model 
Activity Sheet in pairs. 
This model includes 
the Sun to reinforce 
the star as the centre 
of our Solar System. 

Task 2: Explanation 
Text: Movement of 
the Moon: Children 
to write a short 
explanation text 
describing their 
understanding of the 
movement of the 
moon.

Task 1: Explanation 
Text: Movement of 
the Moon: Children 
to write a short 
explanation text 
describing their 
understanding of the 
movement of the 
moon.

Task 2: Allow 
children to choose 
how they describe 
the movement of 
the Moon including 
allowing them to 
make the provided 
model. Ideas could 
include a 3D mobile, 
2D representation, 
physical movement 
etc.

Moon Models: Children present their models and demonstrate their understanding of the movement of 
the moon.


