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The arts are a means by which we can develop our creative flair and imagination.

Kirk Smeaton CE Primary School

Reviewed: May 2021
To be reviewed: May 2023
Philosophy

We believe the Creative Arts stimulate creativity and imagination. We feel they contribute to the whole curriculum of the child by offering an alternative context for learning. Through active involvement, visual, tactile and sensory experiences that offer a unique way of understanding and responding to the world.

Our commitment to teaching the Creative Arts – Dance, Drama, Art and Music- enables pupils to develop skills and knowledge which help them to make value judgements and aesthetic decisions. It will also develop their interpersonal skills and enable them to become actively involved in shaping their environment.

Aims and Objectives of Creative Arts in our School

To provide all pupils with:-

· The opportunity to engage in a range of arts activities through a rich, exciting and creative curriculum.
· The opportunity, for all children, to pursue their interests and talents.
· Activities that give all children the opportunity to be creative.
· The opportunity to be imaginative by expressing themselves through all art forms.
· The opportunity to see that the creative arts exist in all cultures and to appreciate and value its many forms.
· Arts activities that access other areas of the curriculum.
· The opportunity to perform creatively in class assemblies, shows and productions.
As a result, all children will:

• The ability to use visual language skillfully and convincingly (for example, line, shape, pattern, colour, texture, form) to express emotions, interpret observations, convey insights and accentuate their individuality.

• The ability to communicate fluently in visual and tactile form.

• The ability to draw confidently and adventurously from observation, memory and imagination.

• The ability to explore and invent marks, develop and deconstruct ideas and communicate perceptively and powerfully through purposeful drawing in 2D, 3D or digital media.

• An impressive knowledge and understanding of other artists, craftmakers and designers.

• The ability to think and act like creative practitioners by using their knowledge and understanding to inform, inspire and interpret ideas, observations and feelings.

• Independence, initiative and originality which they can use to develop their creativity.

• The ability to select and use materials, processes and techniques skillfully and inventively to realise intentions and capitalise on the unexpected.

• The ability to reflect on, analyse and critically evaluate their own work and that of others.

• A passion for and a commitment to the subject.
3. What experiences do we offer?

In addition to the cross curricular focus on the arts described above, we actively seek to bring artists into school to work with our children.  Examples of this include

· theatre group performances

· visual arts workshops,

· dance workshops

· peripatetic music teachers
· An artist in residence (depending on Money)
We have a school ‘school choir’ at lunch times and leads a whole school singing assembly. 
We look for ways in which our children can celebrate their achievements in the arts, including displaying work, sharing work in school and parent assemblies, and church services, and holding performances of dance/drama and music. We encourage them to submit work to competitions and events.

Where possible we make visits connected with the arts.  However, as a rural school we acknowledge that we often get better value for our money by bringing experts in, or using ICT contacts, rather than spending excessive time and money on transport.

We are keen to promote partnerships with individuals and arts organisations. Our partnership with the North Yorkshire Music Service helps to promote music in school.  These partners also help us to develop out of school links and opportunities.
Planning and delivery

· Across each Key Stage, there are regular time-tabled slots for dance, music and art through topic afternoons. Cross- curricular links are now being implemented to enable the arts to be taught in a way that compliments and enhances other subject areas.
· In the EYFS, children are encouraged to experience the arts through play, as well as engaging in singing assemblies and using songs in their learning e.g. jolly phonics
· Each year group have started to devise medium term plans to support the link with another subject area e.g. history, geography. Role-play is used in key stage one and the foundation stage where appropriate. The Creative Arts are used to develop speaking and listening as well as supporting reading and writing in literacy in all key stages.
· Although all class teachers deliver the arts curriculum, we encourage staff with particular skills to share their knowledge and expertise across and beyond the school. Our teachers regularly support the planning of creative arts during theme days throughout the school.
· Teachers are keen to ensure that a range of clubs are available to all children in key Stage one and two. We aim to ensure a balance across the arts in these clubs. Clubs alternate regularly to allow different activities to take place in the limited hall space. Examples of clubs offered include choir, dance and art.
Progression

By developing skills work based on the National Curriculum (2014)’ ensures progression for our pupils in all creative arts. Extension activities are planned, when appropriate to enrich children’s experiences within these units of work.

We recognise that progression involves:-

Differentiation

In order to ensure progression, it has been agreed to use the SOL from the national curriculum. The differences are taken into consideration when planning and differentiation is achieved in each year group by:

· Outcome

· Task

· Adult support

· Resources

· Grouping

· Questioning Skills 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting
· Assessment involves the children using AFL strategies to assess and evaluate their own work, as well as engaging in peer and group assessment. 

· Recording can take different forms e.g. photographic evidence, ICT etc. 

· Tracking children’s work is completed by the teacher and is highlighted on a curriculum document to ensure coverage.

· Age related expectations for each child in each subject are reported termly on a matrix. Each child is assessed as emerging, expected or exceeding according to which Milestone they are accessing. 
Inclusion
We recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils. Teachers aim to give every pupil the opportunity to experience success in learning and to achieve as high a standard as possible by:

· Responding to pupils diverse learning needs

· Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of children.

· All pupils regardless of race, gender or ability should be given the opportunity to develop their creative capabilities

Early Years Foundation Stage

· Creativity emerges as children become absorbed in action and exploration of their own ideas, expressing them through movement, sounds, and props and make believe, making things using media and materials such as; crayons, paints, scissors and found materials.
· Creativity involves children in initiating their own learning and making choices and decisions.

· Children’s responses to what they see, hear and experience through their senses are individual and the way they represent their experiences is unique and individual.

Health and Safety
For health and safety guidelines see individual specific subject policies.

Facilities and Resources

Children have access to the following specialist equipment: 
· School hall

· Computer suite, giving opportunities to use ICT in the Creative Arts. Interactive whiteboards in all classes.
· Ipads which are used for researching and photographs/videos for evidence.
· Occasional Workshops led by artists, musicians and drama specialists.

· Specialist music lessons (guitar and keyboard)
· A stage with lighting and backdrops for drama productions.

· Use of kiln in school
Role of the Arts Curriculum co-ordinator and subject co-ordinators
The curriculum co-ordinator has the responsibility for the day to day maintenance of their subject. Their role includes:-

Planning

· Sharing expertise

Support and Guidance

· INSET

· Assessment

· Resources

· Sharing expertise

Monitoring Standards 

· By evaluating pupil’s work – book scrutiny and pupil voice
· By working alongside teachers – lesson observations through Swivl 
· By leading discussions about standards during our 2 yearly review process including moderation.
Monitoring
· Coverage documents will be monitored termly to check for gaps in coverage.

· Termly planning will be monitored.  

· The effectiveness of this policy will be monitored by the arts curriculum co-ordinator. It will be reviewed and updated in accordance with the 2 yearly rotational time table.
Subject Co-ordinators

Curriculum – (Art, Music, Drama) Miss Ghent
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