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History at Kirk Smeaton CE Primary School
Reviewed May 21.

To be reviewed May 23. 

Introduction
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of history taught and learnt at Kirk Smeaton CE Primary School.

We teach history to:

· Fire pupils' curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world

· Encourage thinking about how the past influences the present

· Help students develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people

· Foster a sense of identity and an increased understanding of pupils' own position in their own community and the world

· Develop a range of skills and abilities - particularly those related to finding out about the past, explaining what happened and what people then and now think about what happened.

Through history we can also:

Improve pupils' skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT

Develop pupils' thinking skills

Promote pupils' awareness and understanding of gender, cultural, spiritual and moral issues

Develop pupils as active citizens
Inclusion/equality statement

We believe that a broad and balanced history education is the entitlement of all children, regardless of ethnic origin, gender, class, aptitude or disability.

In Foundation Stage pupils learning history will:
· In Reception Class pupils find out about past and present events in the children’s own lives, family members and of friends they know. They begin to know about their own culture and that of other people. They are encouraged to show an understanding of sequencing simple events. 

In KS1 & KS2 pupils learning history will:

· Understand Chronology
· Investigate & interpret the past

· Build an overview of world history

· Communicate historically
When teaching history, we:

· Always explain what we want pupils to know, understand and be able to do through the history they are about to do

· Use key questions to direct pupils' thinking / enquiry about the past

· Vary the resources and activities to ensure each pupil can be effective in finding out about and trying to explain the past what ever their learning style.
· Use starters and plenaries to ensure students fully understand what they are learning, how they learn and how well they are progressing
· Use ICT to support learning and research e.g. Google, Espresso Primary Education and Youtube
To assess pupils' progress in history we:

· Gather evidence of what individual pupils know, understand and can do in history by observing them at work, listening to and discussing with them, and evaluating any work they produce before and after the session to evidence new learning. 
In our curriculum history is taught:
Within an integrated / thematic approach history is linked it with other subjects of the curriculum; E.g. ICT when making PowerPoints to present their research, knowledge and understanding.
To teach history we have a range of resources:

Texts, artefacts, photographs, portraits, primary sources, ICT, the environment, high quality educational visits, local historians.  
Monitoring and Tracking:
· Teachers highlight taught coverage on a curriculum document.

· The termly planning is checked to ensure that history objectives are taught and are linked to the current topic. 
· Age related expectations for each child in each subject are reported termly on a matrix. 
